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TURBOCHARGE YOUR 

COMPUTER WITH A  
SOLID STATE DRIVE (SSD) 

 

I see a lot of computers with tune-up 

apps running.  The thing with tune-up 

apps is that when you allow them to 

automatically keep your computer 

tuned up, any performance increase is 

washed out by the computer resources 

used by the tune-up app.  Running a 

tune-up app once a year is usually all 

that is needed, and even then, don’t 

expect a particularly noticeable 

improvement in computer 

performance, at least for newer 

computers.  In any case, the most that 

a tune-up app can do is to bring a 

sluggish computer up to its normal 

performance. 

 

In general, through the years, there 

haven’t been many ways to increase 

the performance of a computer.   

 

• Adding a better video adapter will 

improve video performance, 

although unless you are a serious 

gamer, you probably won’t notice 

the difference.   

 

• If you have a custom-built 

computer, you can overclock it 

(think, turbocharging).  Most 

standard brands of computers lock 

out the possibility of overclocking 

in the interest of stability, so 

overclocking is not generally an 

option for most computer users..  

That said, I built my office 

computer a few years ago and it is 

overclocked from its’ basic cpu 

speed of 3.2GHz to 4.3GHz, and 

has been very stable.   

 

The development and recent cost 

reductions of Solid State Drives 

(SSD) now provide a relatively 

inexpensive way to noticeably speed 

up a computer with a serious WOW! 

factor.  So what is an SSD. 

 

Think of the hard drive (HDD) in a 

computer as a storage area, like an 

office storeroom, or your home 

garage, and that your file cabinets and 

equipment is in the storage area.  You 

have to leave your office to go to the 

storeroom whenever you want 

something that is not readily at hand 

on your desk.  The speed at which data 

is written to, or read from, a hard drive 

really hasn’t improved much in the 

past 30 years.   HDDs have grown 

bigger, but not necessarily faster.  This 

is because HDDs are mechanical – 

think of a record turntable. 

 

An SSD is the electronic equivalent of 

a HDD and is very much faster.  

Whenever I replace a HDD with an 

SSD, I first time how fast the 

computer starts up.  I also check how 

long it takes large, slow, programs 

such as Quickbooks, to open.  After 

cloning the HDD to an SSD, the 

startup times are cut by about 2/3s.  If 

the time to get to the desktop on the 

HDD was 4½ minutes, the time with 

the SSD is about 1½ minutes.  Now 

that is impressive!.  Think 

turbocharging.   

 

A few years ago, a 240GB SSD cost 

about $400.  You ca now get a 500GB 

SSD for around $80 and a 1TB SSD 

for around $160. 

 

Moving from a HDD to a SSD 

involves cloning the HDD to the SSD.  

My go-to program for cloning is the 

Easeus Partition Master.  The free 

version, which is all you need for 

cloning, will clone a 500GB HDD to a 

500GB SSD in about 2 hours 

(depending on the speed of your 

computer).  The only issue that 

generally arises after cloning is that 

occasionally a program will require re-

authorization.  I have only 

encountered this with Quickbooks, so 

it is not a widespread issue, and is 

easily resolved. 

 

 

WEBSITE SAFETY 101 
 

Every modem (where your internet 

comes in) has a unique IP address, 

such as 134.225.229.173.  When the 

internet began, you entered the IP 

address of somewhere you wanted to 

go.  It worked when there were only a 

few websites, but soon became 

unmanageable.  So a system of 

domain names was developed, 

because names are easier to remember 

than large numbers.  Each domain 

name must be unique and it tied to a 

specific IP address.  If you want to 

post a website, or have a custom email 

address, you register the domain 

name.  As long as it has not already 

been registered, you can own that 

domain name.  You can keep the 

domain name as long as you want, 

provided that you renew the 

registration every few years, before it 

expires. 

 

Every website has 2 parts – a second-

level (SLD) name such as google, 

whois, dumbjokes, etc, and a  top-

level domain (TLD)such as .com, .net, 

.biz, and so forth.  Together, they are 

the domain name.  A domain name 

may have additional parts, which, 

together make up the URL – like 

adding a Suite number in a snailmail 

address. 
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When you key in a domain name, it is 

converted to the IP address of that 

domain name and the internet takes 

you there.  But – what you see isn’t 

always what you get, and that is where 

the internet safety part comes in. 

 

You first line of defense it to always 

key in the entire URL.  When the 

website is displayed, look at the name 

in your browser’s address bar.  It 

may be a much longer URL than you 

keyed in, but you should see the 

original domain name somewhere 

there, such as dell.com or buskers.net.  

Pay attention to the name before the 

TLD, such as dell or buskers in the 

above example.  If you don’t see the 

exact domain name it may be a bogus 

website.  Some examples of what 

bogus websites may look like are: 

 

 dell.friendlyface.com – this will 

take you to friendlyface.com, not 

dell.com 

 

 buskers.com.net – this will take 

you to com.net, not buskers.com 

 

In most browsers, you can verify 

where clicking on a link will take you 

by right-clicking on the button or link 

and then selecting inspect link or if 

that is not an option, you can usually 

select copy link and then paste the 

link somewhere to see what is there.  

If you click on a button, you will 

probably find that it is OK, but then 

again the underlying link may take 

you to a bogus website – think XXX 

or snake-pit of viruses. 

 

 

ONENOTE 
AN OBSCURE GEM 

 

OneNote is an overlooked gem of a 

utility.  It comes with all versions of 

Microsoft Office, although I have only 

encountered one client who actually 

knows what OneNote is and uses it.  I 

was one of those people who just 

ignored it, thinking it was just another 

note-taking app like Evernote. 

 

OneNote was first included in 2003 

versions of Microsoft Office, and has 

been included with all versions of 

Office since then.  I don’t know why I 

just brushed it off – probably because 

so few of my clients use it. 

 

Earlier today, out of curiosity, and 

with a few minutes to spare, I recently 

decided to look at a OneNote video 

tutorial to find out more about this 

app.  It was an eye opener. 

 

Yes, OneNote is a note-taking app that 

can be synchronized between your 

various devices…but it has so much 

more to offer.  Two of the many 

features that grabbed my attention are: 

 

 There is a web browser add-on 

named OneNote Web Clipper that 

is used to copy parts of a web 

page.  You can just select an area 

of the web page and copy it – but 

you can also do that with 

Windows 10 Snip-and-Sketch 

(remember this).  OneNote can 

automatically select only text, or 

certain sections.  For example, it 

can extract a recipe from a food 

website, including accompanying 

photos, for copying into OneNote. 

 You can copy (CTRL+C) part or 

all of something you saved in 

OneNote and then paste it 

(CTRL+V) into another program. 

 

There are many video tutorials 

available, although the one that I 

stumbled upon was very good and 

focused on an average user, not geeks.  

Here is a link to that video:  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?

q=OneNote+tutorial+david+cox&vie

w=detail&mid=FAFF0B07942DF730

4A84FAFF0B07942DF7304A84&FO

RM=VIRE  The video is 25 minutes 

long and I recommend that you watch 

at least the first 12 minutes before 

pausing, or deciding you aren’t 

interested.   

 

 

WINDOWS 10 
SNIP-AND-SKETCH 

 

Another way to copy parts of almost 

anything displayed on your monitor is 

with the Snip-and-Sketch included in 

Windows 10.  With the Snip-and-

Sketch you can highlight an area of 

the display you are viewing and copy 

only that area, which can then be 

pasted into almost anywhere that you 

can paste.  Check out this video 

tutorial on the Snip-and-Sketch:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1l

6Y7lZM6E0  

 

USING THE CLIPBOARD 
IN WINDOWS 10 

 

When you highlight and copy 

something, it is temporarily stores in 

the Windows clipboard and when you 

paste, the copy is pasted from the 

clipboard.  The copy remains in the 

clipboard until you either copy 

something else (which replaces the 

clipboard contents) or turn off your 

computer.   

 

Windows 10 now includes a history 

feature which allows you to view 

previously copied items and select 

which one you want to paste.   

 

To activate this feature,  

 Right-click the START button 

 Click on settings 

 In the settings app, click on 

system. 

 In the system page, find 

clipboard and click on it. 

You can now slide the history switch 

from off to on.  Note that this is where 

you can also clear your clipboard 

history, if you would like to do so. 

 

With the history feature ON, you can 

view your clipboard history by using 

the Windows+V key combination.  

This means, holding down the 

windows key (looks like a flag or 4 

window panes between the lower left 

CTRL and ALT keys on most 

keyboards) and then tapping the V 

key. 

 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 

Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 

receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list.  Since the beginning of this 

newsletter, CCC has had absolutely no financial 
or investment interest in any recommend 

products or services. 

 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 

information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  

The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 

assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  Always backup your 

computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 
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